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A greener schoolyard

2024-12-16

Oxhagsskolan is one of five schools that will have their schoolyards
remodelled in the summer of 2025 to enhance play in the
schoolyard and make room for more trees and plants.

Why are we redesigning?

This is part of a major initiative of the City of Stockholm to make
schoolyards greener and healthier. Research shows that
environments with a lot of greenery and natural materials promote
children's health, play and wellbeing. It also promotes a better
understanding of nature and contributes to the city's biodiversity

Planting trees and other greenery and replacing hard surfaces like
asphalt with materials like sand, mulch and soil lend a new diversity
to play. The schoolyard contributes to biodiversity, provides cooling
in hot weather and handles heavy rainfall better.

When will it be ready?

During the summer holidays of 2025, we plan to implement the
reconstruction of the schoolyard, with planting to take place during
the autumn school holidays at the end of October. By the following
spring, the greenery will have sprouted, bringing beauty and new
spaces to the schoolyard and providing nourishment for insects and
other living things.

In order for the plants to grow strong enough to serve as a
playground, they will be protected by fencing for about two years. It
is important that we help to protect the plants.

We are part of something bigger!

Similar changes to create green play environments are already
underway in many parts of Sweden and elsewhere in the world,
such as Paris and Berlin.
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Read more about green schoolyards:

Research about the importance of greenery in schoolyards:
Tillgang till vardagsnéra natur dr bra for folkhalsan

Grona, hilsosamma och vackra stdder — om barnen far bestimma |
Externwebben

Bittre halsa bara en av fordelarna med gronare skolgard | Lunds
universitet

Natur pa skolgarden for ldrande, hélsa och héllbarhet

Other similar projects

Orebro municipality’s landscaping for play projects provide
greenery next to schoolyards that can easily be used by pupils:
Stadsdelspark for lek

In Paris, ten schoolyards have been made greener since 2018, and
additional ones are planned: Paris Oasis Schoolyard Programme,
France

Berlin has been working with green schoolyards for almost 40
years.
Gruen macht Schule - Startseite
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https://www.naturvardsverket.se/amnesomraden/friluftsliv/vardagsnara-natur/
https://www.slu.se/kampanjsajter/science-stories/grona-stader/
https://www.slu.se/kampanjsajter/science-stories/grona-stader/
https://www.lu.se/artikel/battre-halsa-bara-en-av-fordelarna-med-gronare-skolgard
https://www.lu.se/artikel/battre-halsa-bara-en-av-fordelarna-med-gronare-skolgard
https://www.cec.lu.se/sv/sites/cec.lu.se.sv/files/2024-04/Natur%20p%C3%A5%20skolg%C3%A5rden%20tillg.pdf
https://urbio.se/projekt/stadsdelspark-med-testbadd-for-lekotoper/
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/metadata/case-studies/paris-oasis-schoolyard-programme-france
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/metadata/case-studies/paris-oasis-schoolyard-programme-france
http://www.gruen-macht-schule.de/index.php/de/
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lllustrative examples

Newly planted
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